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Wallace  Brown  with  the 
Wendell  Depot  ice  wagon. 
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Parade 
New  Games 

Tug  of  War 

Log  Chopping  Contest 
Children's  Games 
Chicken  B-B-Q 
Golden  Agers  Drawing 


Events  throughout  the  day- 


Music  -  on  the  Common 

Oxen  rides 

Fire  Truck  rides 

Volleyball 

Concessions 

Tag  Sales 

Remnant  Sales 

Arts  &  Crafts 
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Wendell's  Bicentennial  celebra- 
tion, launched  in  May  at  a  birth- 
day luncheon  for  the  students  of 
the  Swift  River  Elementary  School, 
will  continue  this  summer.   Among 
the  festivities  will  be  Old  Home 
Day,  Saturday  July  25th,  and  a 
Picnic/Concert  on  Sunday,  July  26. 

"The  Old  Home  Day  celebration," 
said  Jean  Weber ,  Chair  of  the  Wen- 
dell Bicentennial  Committee,  "will 
feature  a  recently  published  cook- 
book put  together  by  the  Golden 
Agers'  Club,  bicentennial  bumper 
stickers,  mugs,  silk-screened  post- 
ers by  George  Butler  and  Linda 
Jacque,  T-shirts,  a  coloring  book 
and  quilt  sponsored  by  the  Histor- 
ical Society,  and  other  Wendell 
memorabilia. " 

The  Picnic/Concert  on  July  26th 
will  be  exclusively  for  Wendell 
residents  and  invited  quests,  and 
it  will  feature  several  presenta- 
tions to  the  town,  including  Rhea 
Ormond's  original  historical  mural 
which  will  be  hung  in  the  town 
hall.  Everyone  is  requested  to 
bring  their  own  food  for  the  occa- 
sion, and,  if  they  wish,  to  dress 
in  an  historical  costume.  "There 
will  be  a  prize  for  the  best  cos- 
tume," said  Jean. 

Music  at  both  the  Old  Home  Day 
and  the  Picnic/Concert  will  be 
provided  by  Outer  Space.  For  the 
Picnic/Concert,  the  band  will  play 
'only  old-time  favorites — bluegrass, 
and  folk  music  that  they  have  ar- 
ranged especially  for  the  Bicen- 
tennial. 

In  late  August,  Ed  Judice  will 
present  an  original  slide  show  re- 
flecting the  town  and  its  history. 
For  over  a  year  Ed  has  been  work- 
ing on  i;he  show,  taking  pictures 
of  historical  sites  and  interview- 
ing people  in  town. 

Asked  about  the  historical  sil- 
houette play  that  was  submitted 
for  funding  to  the  Massachusetts 
Foundation  of  the  Arts  &  Public 
Policy,  Jean  said  that  the  propos- 
al had  been  turned  down.  However, 
the  Bicentennial  Committee  has 
voted  to  complete  all  of  the  vi- 
gnettes and  to  present  them  as  an 
oral  reading  in  the  fall.  The 
Wendell  Post  has  also  offered  to 
publish  the  vignettes,  which  de- 
pict people  who  lived  in  Wendell 
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Tom  &  Jerry  were  two  of  the  big- 
gest oxen  in  the  area.  "People 
used  to  go  by  once,  then  twice  & 
sometimes  three  times  -  real  slow  - 
just  looking  at  how  big  they  were," 
owner  Jack  Ellis  recalls.  They 
weighed  appromimately  3000  lbs. 
apiece  (imagine  that  on  your  toe!). 
They  were-  born  in  1965  and  Jack 
sold  them  in  1977-  He  remembers 
them  as  being,  very  gentle  &  even- 
tempered. 

Lois  (Farmer)  Tidlund,  born  & 
raised  in  Wendell,  had  the  idea  of 
having  the  Western  Mass.  4-H  Ox 
Teamsters  come  to  Old  Home  Day. 
There  will  be  5  teams  of  oxen  giv- 
ing rides  at  50  cents  a  ride.  The 
members  of  the  club  are  raising 
money  for  the  jackets  they  purchas- 
ed. The  leaders  of  the  club  are 
Alt a  Bates  &  Ray  Laughten.  I  am 
very  happy  they  are  joining  us  this 
Old  Home  Day. 
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WENDELL  SPIRIT 


by  Michael  Idoine 


"From  where  the  wind  blows  now  and  forever 
From  where  the  trees  reach  tall 
Let  the  Mother  of  us  all  speed  the  sun  so  we 
will  be  warm  and  comforted. 
From  oaken  leaves  let  the  small  fire  rise 
into  the  early  morning  blaze  of  the  sun..."  * 

A  troubled  young  Mohegan  hunter,  Kiiskwamo,  beseeches  the  Great 
Spirit.   Mohawks  from  the  west  and  white  settlers  from  the  east  have 
slowly  intruded  on  the  hunting  grounds  and  livelihood  of  his  village. 
He  is  in  conflict  because  he  feels  the  village  elders  will  not  want 
to  move,  that  they  will  think  him  a  coward  for  wanting  to  find  a  new 
place  free  of  intrusion.   His  heart  is  full  of  caring  for  the  place 
he  lives  and  his  peoples'  way  of  life.   But  the  signs  say  these 
things  will  change  with  the  coming  of  the  invaders. 

This  is  a  story  from  a  vignette  created  by  Emma  Cappeluzzo.  It 
is  one  of  several  written  by  the  members  of  the  Wendell  Bicentennial 
Committee  that  present  tales  of  predecessors  who  made  their  lives  on 
this  stoney  hill  now  called  Wendell. 

"Let  the  early  spring  bring  hawks  to  circle 
and  leave  feathers  for  our  dance. 
Oh,  great  earth  Mother,  spirit  of  the  icey 
waters  and  blue  flame, 
help  me  to  find  the  Mohegan  path  again..."  * 

to 

No  one  can  argue  that  our  village  today  is  beset  by  change. 
This  change  is  a  part,  if  not  a  value,  of  the  larger  culture  to 
which  we  belong.   What  vision  will  we  call  upon  to  shape  the  future 
of  our  town?   How  will  we  deal  with  intruders  from  without?  What 
Spirit  shall  we  rally  against  the  intrusions  of  will  from  within? 

Hundreds  of  years  later  we  share  Kiiskwamo' s  plight.   To 
siphon  off  our  water,  people  from  the  east  would  burrow  a  hole 
through  our  Bear  Mountain.   Trucks  and  trains  carry  their  treacherous 
cargoes  of  poison  wastes  through  our  rough  borders.   Our  neighboring 
villages  would  fell  our  trees  and  scar  our  hillsides  for  a  five  min- 
ute quicker  ride. 

In  the  past  ten  years  our  councils  have  become  more  the  agents 
of  a  distant  state  than  the  meetings  of  our  collective  wisdom.   Yes, 
we  have  had  the  will  and  courage  to  say,  "No!"  when  others  have 
trod  carelessly  on  this  environment  for  which  we  feel  a  responsibility. 

Yet,  whose  rules  do  we  follow  as  we  lead  our  daily  lives?  We 
learn  as  members  of  a  small  community  to  meet  each  other  face-to- 
face.   That  is  not  always  the  easy  way,  but  even  when  it  is  uncom- 
fortable it  ties  us  to  the  fortunes  of  each  other,  just  as,  our 
demanding  seasons  tie  us  to  a  sense  of  place.   Without  knowing  us, 
faceless  rule  makers  can  write  regulations  with  ease.   Can  they  even 
see  how  their  rules  tangle  our  vision  of  our  place  and  our  will  to 
be  resposnsible  to  our  common  welfare? 

•         "Cut  the  fears  from  my  heart,  Oh  great  Mother. 
Help  me  persuade  the  elders  they  are  needed 
in  another  place, 

that  even  wise  men  are  sometimes  beguiled 
by  treachery  as  they  are  beguiled  now..."  * 

Is  it  enough  to  hang  on  to  the  will  to  react?   Wouldn't  our 
spirits  rise  if  we  knew  we  had  a  free  hand  to  create  our  own  vision 
of  the  future  and  to  nurture  the  way  of  life  that  fits  our  chosen 
Wendell. 

"Oh,  Great  Mother  of  the  earth, 
help  me  to  be  strong, 
a  good  hunter  and  protector  of  my  people." 

*  Kiiskwamo' s  prayer 
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Due  to  changes  and  new  needs 
for  space,  our  host  for  the  past 
several  years,  the  Maple  Valley 
School,  has  asked  us  to  look  for 
a  new  location  by  the  Fall. 

If  one  of  our  readers  has  a 
spare  room  they  would  share, 
please  be  in  touch  with  one  of 
the  Wendell  Post  staff  members. 
Our  needs  are  to  have  room  enough 
for  a  large  drafting  table,  a 
dilapidated  file  drawer,  and  a 
table  on  which  to  type.  Helpful 
too,  is  room  for  the  nervous  pac- 
ing that  accompanies  the  news- 
papers production  every  month  or 
two. 

A  hearty  note  of  thanks  goes 
to  the  Maple  Valley  group  for 
their  years  of  hospitality  and 
consideration.  ■  O  - 


$ftw  h  idiUft 


Hi! 

I  purchased  your  newspaper  when 
having  lunch  at  the  New  Salem  Rest- 
aurant and  have  enjoyed  reading  it, 
in  particular  your  format  is  excel- 
lent. 

I'd  like  to  subscribe  to  your 
newspaper  and  also  have  in  each 
issue  my  professional  announcement 
of  services  available. 

Yours  truly, 

Ludwick  R.  Benedetti ,  O.D. 


To  the  "Post" , 

I've  been  hearing  gunshots  a- 
round  my  house  for  about  a  month 
now.  I  timed  them  once  and  within 
a  30  minute  span  there  were  9 
shots,  coming  from  different  di- 
rections and  locations,  some 
sounding  very  close  to  my  house. 
I've  been  asking  my  neighbors  if 
they  know  anything  about  it  and 
found  out  all  my  neighbors  that 
I've  spoken  with  {■?   out  of  6)  have 
heard  them  and  been  concerned  also 
Lynn  Ready  having  heard  the  shots 
at  least  5  different  days,  mostly 
in  the  late  afternoon,  wants  to 
know  who  &  why,  to  know  if  her 
fears  are  warranted.  She  is  fear- 
ful of  them,  as  are  all  of  the 
people  I  spoke  with,  afraid  for 
herself,  her  children  and  her  ani- 
mals. I  am  afraid  and  I  am  angry 
also.  Angry  that  someone  is  walk- 
ing around  my  land  &  my  neighbors' 
land  shooting  a  gun  very  erraticly 
for  no  apparent  reason  I  can  think 
of. 

I've  asked  the  police,  one  se- 
lectman, townspeople,  the  forestry 
service  and  no  one  seems  to  know 
what  the  shots  could  be  about.  If 
anyone  has  any  information  I  would 
appreciate  a  call. 

Anne  Diemand 
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Once  again  this  summer  of  '81 
the  feared  gypsy  moth  has  sabbotag- 
ed  the  Massachusetts  country  side. 
A  month  ago  newspapers  were  filled 
with  reports  of  city  dwelling 
and  suburban  victims  being  "attack- 
ed and  bitten"  by  these  dreaded 
beasts  while  entire  forests,  parks 
and  yard  trees  were  reported  de- 
stroyed by  the  fuzzy  critters. 
While  towns  and  cities  battled 
over  what  poisions  to  spray  and 
when  -  the  prudent  citizens  of  Wen- 
dell stiffened  their  upper  lips 
and  weathered  the  storm  (of  pelting 
caterpillar  feces  and  leaf  bits) 
smugly  aware  that  nature  would 
take  her  course. 

Nature  has  combined  her  forces 
to  bring  the  gypsy  moth  population 
into  balance.  The  damp  and  rainy 
weather  of  the  past  weeks  has  en- 
hanced the  deadly  effects  of  gypsy 
moth  "wilt"  disease.  This  polyhed- 
ral virus  (which  infects  only  the 
gypsy  moth)  is  expected  to  event- 
ually break  the  gypsy  moth  popu- 
lation explosion,  allowing  their 
numbers  to  dwindle  to  such  ebbs 
that  for  the  next  10-15  summers 
one  would  have  to  search  intently 
just  to  find  specimens  of  the  cat- 
erpillar. Predators  and  prey  of 
the  gypsy  moth  are  also  on  the  in- 
crease. Chipmunks  and  birds  have 
been  observed  stuffing  themselves 
with  the  caterpillars.  Wendell  res- 
idents also  have  noticed  a  large 
number  of  two  inch  long  floures- 
cent-green  ground  beetles  preying 
on  the  caterpillars  this  season. 
This  beetle  (Calasoma  sychopanta) 
was  introduced  into  this  country 
in  the  1800 's  specifically  to  com- 
bat the  gypsy  moth.  Populations  of 
the  native  black  calosoma  beetle 
have  also  sharply  risen  in  response 
to  the  increased  numbers  of  gypsy 
moth  caterpillars.  At  least  three 
species  of  parasitic  wasps,  which 
lay  their  eggs  in  gypsy  moth  cater- 
pillars, have  been  noted  in  the 
Wendell  vicinity.  Rice  grain  sized, 
white,  cottony  cocoons  of  these 
parasites  can  be  seen  clinging  to 
the  outsides  of  dead  caterpillars 
and  pupae. 

The  Dept.  of  Environmental  Man- 
agement has  attempted  to  aid  mother 
nature  by  combating  the  gypsy  moth 
infestations  with  natural  control 
measures.  Last  year,  in  addition 
to  the  federal  test  programs  of 
virus  (Gypcheck)  and  bacterial 
(Bacillus  thurengensis)  spraying, 
parasitic  wasps  were  released  in 
the  Wendell  State  Forest.  On  June 
27,  this  year,  dispare  lore,  a 
gypsy  moth  sex  pheromone ,  was 
sprayed  over  portions  of  the  Wen- 
dell State  Forest. 

The  sex  pheromone  (the  feminine 
odor  s_o  attractive  to  ardent  male 
gypsy  moths)  is  sprayed  liberally 

confusing  the  male  moths,  mak- 
ing it  impossible  for  them  to  zero 
in  on  the  awaiting  females.  Also, 
fertilization  does  not  occur. 

DEM  officials  are  reluctant  to 
make  firm  predictions  on  next  year's 
population  of  gypsy  moths \   however, 
they  are  hopeful  that  widespread 
defoliation  will  not  occur  for  a 
third  season  in  most  areas.  DEM 
entomologist,  Stan  Hood, links  the 
spread  of  the  gypsy  moth  from  for- 
ests to  suburban  and  urban  areas 
to  the  increased  use  of  wood  burn- 
ing stoves.  Hood  urges  wood  cut- 
ters to  examine  their  cord  wood 
and  remove  egg  masses  before  ex- 
porting the  wood  to  other  areas. 

-  And  don't  forget,  folks  of 
Wendell,  that  the  Town  will  still 
pay  50  cents  for  every  one  pound 
can  full  of  gypsy  moth  eggs! 


In  May,  the  Wendell  Historical  Suc-iet^  uisplayecl  a  dozen  old-time 
tools  and  implements  at  the  Swif-i-  River  School  Library.  Deborah 
Pistone  and  Eric  Lammers  were  among  the  children  who  had  to  guess  the 
use  of  each  of  the  items.  Prizes  were  awarded  for  the  most  correct 
answers  in  each  class. 
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Dear  Readers , 

This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of 
columns  designed  to  help  you  with 
any  dietary  questions  you  might 
have.  I  will  cover  in  every  edition 
some  important  general  facts  (I 
will  offer  my  resourses)  pertaining 
to  health  and  nutritional  issues, 
and  then  attempt  to  answer  your 
questions.  I  am  hoping  to  be  able 
to  answer  all  questions,  but  please 
remember  that  the  general  tips  I 
plan  to  offer  you  are  the  pathways 
to  lasting  results. 

Have  you  been  wondering  whether 
you  are  doing  all  that  you  can  to 
be  a  healthy  person?  Would  you  like 
to  know  ways  that  you  can  improve 
your  and/or  your  children's  diets 
to  best  serve  your  bodies?  Would 
you  like  to  rest  assured  that  you 
are  preparing  foods  in  a  manner 
that  best  protects  and  uses  the 
precious  vitamins  and  minerals? 
Would  you  like  to  know  ways  that 
your  family  can  lose  weight  in  a 
safe  and  lasting  manner?  Good!  I 
plan  to  be  helpful  to  you  in  these 
areas  and  any  others  that  you  write 
in  and  bring-up.  I  believe  very 
strongly  that  we  can  all  be  in  good 
control  of  our  health.  Our  bodies 
are  meant  to  be  strong  and  healthy. 
But,  like  a  machine,  they  need  reg- 
ular maintenance  (fuel,  exercise, 
etc.).  Let's  get  PIT  in  Wendell! 
(Write:  "M.V.",  c/o  The  Wendell 
Post) 
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BICENTENNIAL  COLORING  BOOK 
Price:  $1.50 

Available:  New  Salem  Country  Stor 
Mrs.  Gibb's  Store,  Wendell 
Country  Store,  Wendell  Free 
Library,  and  from  Wendell  His- 
torical Society  members. 
This  coloring  book  and  souvenir 
was  a  Historical  Society  project. 
Artist,  Rhea  "Rosie"  Ormond. 

SLIDE  SHOW 

The  Wendell  Bicentennial  Slide 
Show  being  created  by  Ed  Judice 
nears  completion.   Look  for 
posters  in  town  for  a  showing  some- 
time in  August.   Ed  is  still 
accumulating  tape  recordings  from 
various  people  in  town  as  part  of 
the  sound  track.   Most  of  the 
slides  are  complete. 

QUILT 

The  quilters  are  making  progress, 
and  aim  for  display  at  Wendell  Old 
Home  Day.   This  is  a  Historical 
Society  and  friends  project. 

'MUGS  AND  PENS 

These  bicentennial  souvenirs  are 
available  from  Del  Willi ston  and 
at  Wendell  Old  Home  Day. 

Price:   Pens  are  500,  mugs  are 
$3.00   . 

MURAL 

Commissioned  by  the  Bicentennial 
Committee  and  the  Rural  Arts 
Program  and  painted  by  artist 
Rhea  Ormond,  this  work  is  now 
complete.   The  painting  will  be 
permanently  located  in  the  Wendell 
Townhall. 

RECIPE  BOOK 

Price:  S2.50 

Available:   Golden  Agers  Booth  at 
Old  Home  Day. 

Word  has  it  that  these  books  are 
very  attractively  bound.  Read  and 
digest  the  favorite  recipes  of  the 
men  and  women  of  Wendell. 

BUMPER  STICKERS 

Just  seen  on  the  back  of  a  carl 
Check  local  stores  or  call  the 
Bicentennial  Committee.  Price: 
$1.25 
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**********************************.,; 
Editor's  Note:   This  is  the  first 
m  a  series  of  historical  sketches 
written  by  Wendell ' s  resident 
scholar,  Charles  T.  Smith.   True  to 
his  biblical  training,  this  install 
ment  starts  with  the  beginning. 
We  look  forward  to  continuing  this 
series. 
*********************************** 
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million  or  so  years  ago ,  which 
inaugurated  the  Pleistocaene  (most) 
recent)  Epoch,  followed  by  the 
Holocaene  (fully  recent)  Epoch, 
about  11,000  years  ago.   By  the 
beginning  of  the  Pleistocaene,  the 
continents  had  assumed  their  cur- 
rent positions  and  most  species  of 
plants  and  animals  had  appeared, 
but  not  all  evolved  in  the  same 
place.   Horses  and  camels  origion- 
ated  in  N.  Amer.  and  found  their 
way  west  to  Asia  at  different  times 
Elephants,  elk,  deer  and  moose  tra- 
veled east  to  North  America  during 
periods  of  abundant  grass,  when 
sea-level  was  200  or  so  feet  lower 
than  the  Bering  Strait  (which  is 
only  around  120  ft.  deep)  was  part 
of  a  mountain  chain  at  the  North 
end  of  the  land-bridge  extending 
way  down  toward  the  Aleutians. 
(Isolated  from  the  rest  of  the 
continents,  Australia  and  S.  Amer. 
persued  quite  different  evolutionrj 
paths.)   Vulcanism  produced  archi- 
pelagoes in  the  Pacific;  4  or  5 
ice-ages  alternated  with  warmer 
conditions  in  the  northern  hemis- 
phere; &  meanwhile,  human  beings, 
said  to  have  evolved  in  Africa  a 
million  years  ago,  followed  big 
game  hunting,  fishing,  and  gather- 
ing roots,  nuts,  fruits  and  berries 
seldom  keeping  food  above  a  week. 
Two  major  factors  set  them  apart 
from  all  other  creatures:    1) 
speech,  &  the  thought  behind  it, 


the  first  peoples  arrived  in  N. 
America  in  five  migrations , each 
of  which  evolved  a  seperate  lingu- 
istic stock,  &  were  further  differ 
entiated  into  tribal  groups,  unit- 
ed by  speech  and  custom.   Mates 
were  usually  sought  from  within  a 
tribe.   Each  tribe  comprised  a  doz- 
en or  more  clans  of  closely  related 
persons  who  ordinarily  married  out 
side  the  clan  into  which  they'd 
been  born.  These  clans  Were  known 
by  the  names  of  animals  or  plants 
(more  rarely  natural  objects  or 
tools)  &  clan  names  or  emblems  are 
called  TOTEMS,  after  an  Algonquian 
word  meaning  "my  relates".  (Such 
social  organization  is  common  to 
most  of  humanity,  Mongolians  &  Cau- 
casians excepted.)  Along  with  this 
system  &  the  domesticated  dog,  the 
people  brought  fire,  tools,  the 
0-group  blood  type,  certain  dis- 
eases &  therewith  certain  immuni- 
ties &  parasites.  Prolonged  isola- 
tion evolved  a  single  race  &  differ- 
entiated tribal  groups,  creating 
great  cultural  &  physical  variation 

The  on-set  of  the  Hobcane  says 
the  extinction  of  several  groups 
of  large  North  American  mammals: 


10,000  years  ago 
9,500 
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&  2)  long  years  of  nurturing. 

(One)  Language  serves  to  order 
thought,  &  it  changes  slowly  (  at 
a  fixed  rate)  where  the  same  life- 
style persists.   The  grammar  of 
"primitive"  languages  is  typically 
complex  &  redundant,  &  the  vocab- 
ularies (20-40  thousand  words) 
abound  in  simple,  specific  words. 
The  famous  example  is  Eskimos  with 
several  expressions  for  different 
kinds  of  snow,  but  no  generic  word 
for  "snow"  itself.   By  A.D.  1,500 
there  were  over  2,000  Indian  ton- 
gues differentiated,  so  it  is 
doubtful  that  they  ever  sharea  one 
speech,  &  a  very  long  time  is 
required  for  such  diversification. 

(Two)   So  far  all  human  sketal 
finds  in  the  Americas  are  fully 
"modern,"  &  from  this  we  may 
conclude  that  intellect  &  life- 
cycleswere  also  modern, which 
means  a  protracted  adolescence 
compared  withother  species. 
For  example  ,  elephants  gestate 
for  two  years, but  thier  mothers 
nourish  them  less  than  four:  after 
a  mere  9  months  of  gestation, 
humans  are  nurtured  twelve  years 
or  more.  This  basic  fact  goes  with 
a  cultural  complexity  unexampled 
elsewhere. The  leisure  of  hunting 
&  gathering  economies  affords  time 
for  sociability  &  the  activities 
which  keep  our  family  groups 
together  while  children  grow  up  & 
learn  to  t alk, hunt , know  the  ways 
of  weather&  animals, &  to  follow    ^H-t 
the  dictates  of  age-old  custom. 

Judging  by  thier  descendants' 


Wooly  Mammoth 
Various  tapir  & 
ground  sloth 
Giant  ground  sloth, 
big  horse  &  bison, 
dire  wolf         8,500 
Horse,  camel,  giant 
armadillo,  Columb- 
ian mammoth        7,500 

The  retreat  of  the  glaciers 
shifted  all  other  climatic  zones  in 
train,  &  herds  took  over  the  plains 
now  drier  than  before.  East  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  pine  forest  & 
boreal  conditions  were  foliwed  by 
mixed  hard  woods  &  today's  weather. 
Some  groups  on  the  margin  of  the 
plains  began  to  penetrate  the  East- 
ern Woodlands,  up  the  Ohio  &  the 
St.  Lawrence  Valleys,  reaching  the 
Atlantic  Seaboard  (by  at  least 
9,000  B.P.).  Within  the  larger  con- 
text this  was  of  small  note,  save  t 
that  its  distant  echos  begin  human 
culture  in  Wendell. 

Elsewhere,  away  to  the  South  and 
West,  other  folk  found  out  how  to 
grow  squash  and  so  began  agricul- 
ture &  the  "Neo-lithic"  Revolution. 
With  the  squashes  we  find,  carven 
pipes,  &  later  tobacco  culture,  all 
of  which  seem  to  pre-date  corn  cul- 
ture. Long  after  Mexico  was  settled 
and  people  had  pushed  to  the  tip 
of  South  America,  others  still 
pushed  after  the  game  on  the  plains 
Fish  were  caught  in  wiers  and  by 
hooks,  and  wild  plants  were  har- 
vested for  crops  of  seeds,  roots, 
fruits  and  nuts.  Saddle  querns  and 
mullers  go  way  back.   The  oecolog. 
ical  relationship  between  our  humar 
species  to  changes  in  flora  and 
fauna  cannot  be  nicely  traced: 
however,  we  know  the  pre-historic 
farmers  of  the  Americas  developed 
the  corn  plant,  surely  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  tales  of  domestic- 
ation and  continuous  improvement 
anywhere.   One  South  American 
tribe,  the  Quechuans ,  are  said  to 
have  domesticated  more  animal  spec- 
ies than  any  other  people. 
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Having  passed  50  millennia  in 
brief  reviews,  let  us  note  two 
things.   The  native  peoples  of 
the  Americas  are  an  ancient  race 
certainly  antedating  the  Mongolian; 
and  the  "classic"  Negroes,  and 
possibly  the  White  race  as  well, 
at  least  the  "noroic"  variety  of 
it.   Let  us  also  note  that  these 
folk  about  ot  arrive  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  Eastern  Wooklands 
had  evolved  a  life-style  moral 
order  such  that  no  man  or  woman 
was  greatly  exalted  above  another, 
not  i  s  there  evidence  that  they 
lived  at  their  neighbors  expense, 
nor  that  they  acted  destructively 
upon  the  natural  oecology  __  yet 
they  did  survive.   This  judgement 
is  quiet  and  friendly  as  befits 
those  who  live  in  peace,  regardless 
of  time  and  place. 

The  next  article  in  this  series. 
will  tell  of  the  archaic  Eastern 
Woodland  tradition  and  the  Adena 
culture  of  Wendell ' s  first  inhabit- 
ants. ,    r 
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Recollections  of  a  Nonagenarian 
Part  III 

In  those  days ,  a  farmer  that 
owned  his  farm  free  from  debt,  and 
had  a  little  money  at  interest, 
was  thought  to  be  rich.  But  if  you 
went  into  his  house,  you  would  not 
see  a  carpet,  rush  curtains  would 
shade  the  windows ,  in  the  square 
room  would  be  a  few  wood-seated 
chairs ,  a  rocker  and  a  light  stand,, 
but  no  sofa.  Some  had  painted 
floors ,  generally  light  drab  in 
color,  with  lamp-black  spots,  put 
on  with  a  turkey  or  goose  feather. 
This  was  called  "marbleing" .  Per- 
haps a  braided  rug  or  two  would 
lie  near  the  small  fireplace. 

The  walls  generally  showed  the 
plain  plaster,  although  now  and 
then  a  room  showed  the  walls  sten- 
cilled in  various  colors,  with 
flowers  and  other  figures.  But  few, 
however  could  afford  this.  Some 
were  the  proud  possessors  of  a 
tall  clock,  which  was  generally  an 
heirloom.  The  spare  room,  or  guest 
chamber,  frequently  contained  a 
high  post  bedstead,  which  was  cov- 
ered with  some  white  or  figured 
drapery,  according  to  the  taste  of 
the  lady  of  the  house.  The  room 
was  never  used,  unless  for  state 
occasions. 

The  old  kitchen  was  the  comfort- 
able room  of  the  house.  A  great 
fire-place  and  the  brick  oven  oc- 
cupied the  whole  of  one  end  of  the 
room.  The  fire-place  would  take  in 
four  foot  wood,  and  immense  logs 
were  used  to  build  the  front  fire 
against.  The  opening  was  from  four 
to  four  and  a  half  feet  high,  the 
chimney  above  being  supported  by  a 
large  oak  log,  or  strong  iron  bars. 


A  great  crane  swung  from  one  of 
the  jambs  and  sometimes  a  smaller 
one  from  the  opposite  side.  On  the 
big  crane  hung  numerous  hooks , 
chains,  trammels,  and  other  ingen- 
ious contrivances,  to  hold  the 
pots  and  kettles  at  the  right 
height  above  the  fire.  When  neces- 
sary, the  crane  was  swung  out  from 
the  fire  for  conveniently  getting 
at  the  contents  of  the  pots  and 
kettles.  On  nails  driven  into  the 
jambs  of  the  fire-place,  hung  the 
pot  hook,  the  branding  iron,  and 
the  other  articles  constantly  need- 
ed by  the  good-wife  in  her  culinary 
operations.  Every  evening  the  half 
burned  wood  and  the  hot  coals  were 
carefully  covered  with  the  ashes, 
both  for  protection  from  fire,  and 
to  preserve  enough  to  kindle  with 
in  the  morning.  If  the  fire  was  " 
lost,  some  one  must  hasten  to  a 
neighbor  with  the  fire  pan,  for 
coals,  or  recourse  must  be  had  to 
the  flint,  tow,  and  steel,  or  the 
old  flint  lock  musket,  for  a  spark. 
The  high  backed  settie  when  drawn 
up  before  the  fire,  was  quite  a 
cosy  seat,  and  was  the  place  of 
honor  for  the  older  persons  and 
guests  of  the  household.  The  furn- 
iture was  scanty,  and  was  general- 
ly the  handiwork  of  the  genius  of 
the  family.  A  few  splint  or  flag 
bottomed  chairs,  a  stool  or  two,  a 
long  crossed-legged  table  made  of 
wide  boards,  a  folding  bedstead 
turned  up  against  the  wall  over 
which  hung  green  baize,  and  per- 
haps a  plain  chest,  would  consti- 
tute the  outfit,  in  a  majority  of 
cases.  If  of  an  evening,  a  neigh- 
bor called,  a  mug  of  cider  would 
be  handed  'round,  all  drinking 
therefrom,  and  a  generous  dish  of 
apples  would  help  to  entertain 
the  guest.  If  young  people  came 
in,  in  sufficient  numbers,  and  a 
fiddler  could  be  found,  a  little 
dancing  would  be  had,  or  the  even- 
ing would  be  spent  in  playing 
games  of  forfeit.  Such  gatherings 
usually  ended  in  a  lunch  of  dough- 
nuts and  cheese •>    or  pumpkin  pie, 
or  both. 

On  Saturdays,  the  big  brick 
oven  was  heated  by  burning  in  it  a 
large  quantity  of  finely  split  hard 
wood,  calculated  to  make  a  fine  bed 
of  coals.  When  heated  and  swept  out 
cleanly,  the  great  earthen  milk  pan 
of  pork  and  beans  was  set  in  the 
centre,  and  surrounding  it,  upon 
the  hot  bricks,  were  placed  the 
loaves  of  rye,         and  Indian 
bread.  Pood  was  prepared  so  that 
little  cooking  had  to  be  done  on 
Sunday.  For  frying,  coals  were 
hauled  out  upon  the  hearth,  and 
over  them  was  placed  the  three- 
legged  spider,  and  broiling  was 
done  in  the  same  manner,  on  a 
three-legged  gridiron,  which  con- 
tained a  receptacle  for  the  rich 
gravy.  Flapjacks  were  cooked  in  a 
long  handled  frying  pan,  handle 
three  feet  or  more  in  length,  and 
were  turned  by  a  peculiar  turn  of 
the  wrist,  which  would  throw  them 
up  and  catch  them  as  they  came 
down,  with  the  cooked  side  up. 
Some  kinds  of  bread  were  baked  in 
the  same  way.  The  dough  was  baked 
in  the  spider  until  the  bottom  of 
the  loaf  would  form  a  crust,  then 
set  up  on  edge  with  the  soft  side 
toward  .the  fire ,  and  kept  in  pos- 
ition by  a  splinter,  or  by  a  string 
fastened  to  the  ceiling  for  that 
purpose.  This  was  generally  the 
way  "short-cake"  was  baked.  But 
when  bread  wa.s  made  at  other  times 
than  in  the  big  oven,  a  deep  kettle 
with  long  legs,  and  a  cover  with  a 
deep  rim  around  it ,  so  that  it      . 
would  hold  coals,  called  a  "Dutch  * K* 
oven"  was  used.  The  coals  were     *~ 


hauled  out  and  this  "oven"  set 
over  them,  the  dough  put  in  and 
the  lid  covered  with  live  coals 
put  on,  and  a  nice  bake  was  the  re- 
sult. Biscuit  and  cake  were  baked 
in  a  tin  oven,  which  being  set  down 
on  the  hearth  before  the  fire, 
gathered  and  reflected  the  heat 
so  as  to  bake  in  good  form. 

Roasting  meats  were  hung  from 
the  lug-pole  which  crossed  the 
chimney  or  by  means  of  a  "smoke 
jack",  a  machine  fixed  up  in  the 
chimney,  which  was  turned  by  the 
current  of  hot  air,  and  the  sus- 
pended meat  was  thus  constantly 
presenting  a  new  face  to  the  glow- 
ing coals  beneath  it.  At  times  a 
fowl  or  a  roast  of  meat  was  cooked 
by  being  skewered  in  the  tin  oven, 
but  in  this  way,  constant  turning 
at  intervals  was  necessary.  It 
seems  to  me  now,  that  meats  cooked 
in  this  old  fashioned  manner  were 
far  sweeter  and  more  tender  than 
those  baked  or  roasted  in  our  iron 
stoves. 

'Tis  winter: 

"Then  gather  round  the  kitchen 

fire; 

And  pile  on  logs,  higher  and 

higher; 

Get  out  the  fiddle  and  partners 

choose; 

And  shave  it  down  in  cowhide 

shoes.. " 

Not  much  notice  was  taken  of 
Christmas  day  in  those  old  times. 
But  "Thanksgiving"  was  the  great 
feast  day.  The  women  of  the  house- 
hold were  busy  for  a  week  before, 
making  pies,  mince  meat,  dressing 
for  the  turkey,  cranberry  sauce, 
and  the  boys  parched  corn  by  heat- 
ing the  long-handled  spider  over 
the  coals,  and  when  the  corn  had 
swelled,  holding  close  over  it  the 
red  hot  slice.  Butternuts  and  wal- 
nuts were  made  ready,  and  a  great 
feast  was  the  result,  and  the  re- 
turn to  the  old  homestead  of  ab- 
sent loved  ones  made  the  season  one 
of  great  happiness. 


At  this  point  we 
have  respectfully 
decided  to  bring  to 
an  end  the  recollec-^ 
tions  of  Mr.  Wilder 
in  order  to  get  on 
with  the  current 
business  of  Old  Horre\  °--l>^ 
Day  19811 
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March  51,  1981:   The  Planning 
Board  sent  the  Selectmen  a  letter 
recommending  that  the  proposed 
Wendell  Protection  By-Laws  be 
adopted  by  the  Town  of  Wendell. 
The  Planning  Board  feels  that 
these  zoning  by-laws  will  effec- 
tively reduce  hazards,  prevent 
overcrowding  of  the  land,  conserve 
property  values  and  preserve  the 
rural  nature  of  the  Town  of  Wen- 
dell. The  Selectmen  signed  the 
Special  Town  meeting  warrant. 

Christine  Heard  asked  how  will 
we  get  the  School  Study  Committee 
report  delivered  to  all  households. 
Christine  will  be  compensated  for 
delivering  the  reports. 

Anne  Diemand  presented  the 
Board  with  an  article  for  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant. 

Anne  informed  the  Selectmen 
that  the  Wendell  Post  is  sponsor- 
ing a  Wendell  Trash  Pick-Up  Day, 
Sat.  April  25  at  1:00PM.  Raindate 
is  April  26. 

April  7,  1981 :   There  have  been 
some  youth  problems  in  town.  Ken 
will  meet  with  the  agency  involved 
and  report  back  to  the  board. 

Ken  reported  that  he  saw  dogs 
interfering  with  the  operation  of 
the  school  bus  on  Farley  Hill. 
This  will  be  reported  to  the  Dog 
Officer. 

Appointed  Nina  Keller  -  Hazar- 
dous Waste  Coordinator. 

Met  with  the  Finance  Comm.  to 
go  over  the  budget  for  Town  Meet- 
ing. 

April  14,  1981:   Discussed  animal 
problems  on  Farley  Road.  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Viekko  Simula  made  a  com- 
plaint to  the  Board  about  dogs 
and  animals  running  loose  through- 
out their  neighborhood.  Mr.  Sim- 
ula reported  that  an  injury  that 
happened  to  his  dog  looked  as 
though  it  had  been  done  inten- 
tionally. They  believe'  that  it 
happened  sometime  between  dark 
and  daylight.  The  board  will  meet 
with  the  Dog  Officer  and  Police 
Chief  on  this  matter. 

Discussed  washing  and  waxing 
the  floor  of  the  Town  Hall. 

April  21 ,  1981:    Joe  Williams 
reported  that  he  has  hired  a  man 
to  work  until  July  1 . 

Ken  and  Tom  Bardsley  discussed 
cleaning  and  waxing  the  Town  Hall 
floor. 

The  5  ysar  road  plan  was 
signed  by  the  Board.  Clerk  will 
have  copies  made  for  the  Town 
Meeting. 

Discussed  future  of  Exec.  Sec. 
at  the  present  time  3  out  of  the 
4  Boards  of  Selectmen  favor  keep- 
ing the  position. 

April  28,  1981 :   Road  Boss  Will- 
iams, Administrative  Asst.  Gueri- 
no,  Joe  Diemand,  Wesley  Wallace 
of  NET  &  T  present  at  meeting. 

Pad  location  hearing,  Monta- 
gue Road.  Location  approved. 


Friemdlej  ffeople 


May  5,  1981 :   Ted  Lewis  voted 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Select- 
men. 

Discussed  future  use  of  State 
Funds  for  Highway  purposes. 

The  Board  discussed  having 
the  Police  Dept.  spend  more 
time  slowing  down  vehicles  on 
our  highways. 

Tom  Bardsley  informed  the 
Board  that  he  does  not  wish  to 
be  reappointed  Town  Hall  Custo- 
dian. 

Discussed  Town  Garage  Report. 

The  Board  congratulated  Tom 
Bardsley  on  a  job  well  done  on 
the  Town  Hall  floor. 

Permission  given  to  Maple  Valley 
School  to  use  the  hall  on  June  4. 
The  Board  would  like  to  meet  with 
one  of  the  Directors  next  week. 


Permission  given 


May  12,  1 

to  Linda  Pirog,  of  Old  Farley  Rd. 
to  use  the  Hall  for  CPR  Instruc- 
tion. 

Harold  Burnett  represented  the 
Police  Chief  Ed  Chase  in  a  dis- 
cussion of  slowing  down  the  traf- 
fic. Three  areas  discussed  , 
Wendell  Depot  Rd.  north  of  the 
Post  Office,  Farley  Rd.  near 
Perry  Farm  Rd. ,  and  the  new  sectior 
of  Farley  Rd.   The  Board  discussed 
increasing  the  visibility  of  the 
Police  on  our  highways.  Harold 
said  that  he  would  pass  the  mess  - 
age  along  to  the  Chief. 

Mitchell  Kosh,  co-director  of 
Maple  Valley  School  was  given  per- 
mission to  use  the  Town  Hall  for 
their  graduation  exercises  on 
June  4  this  year.   Mitchell  Kosh 
and  Mark  Rosen  will  be  responsible 
for  the  hall. 

May  19,  1981:    Ted  Lewis  and  Joe 
Williams  discussed  the  gravel 
processing  operation  at  Caron's 
Pit. 

Ted  reported  that  Robert  Hog- 
erheide ,  Jay  Blackbird  and  him- 
self checked  land  off  of  New  Sa- 
lem Rd.  for  a  Cemetary/land  swap 
with  the  State. 

Ted  reported  that  Carroll  Holmes 
and  himself  will  be  meeting  next 
Wed.  at  4:00PM  at  his  house. 

May  26,  1981:   A  letter  to  the 
Treasurer  was  signed. 

Pole  Hearing  -  one  pole,  Mon- 
tague Rd.  -  approved. 

A  request  to  use  the  common 
this  Sat.  for  a  Rodeo  was  denied. 
No  one  came  forth  to  accept  respon- 
sibility for  the  repair  of  any 
damage  that  might  occur. 

Highway  Materials  Bid  Openings: 
1 . )Liquid  Asphalt  -Furnished  and 

Applied 
Cutback  Asphalts-  all  grades  MC's: 
Lake  Asphalts  -$1.09  per  gal.;  All 
States  $1.11 
Cutback  Asphalt-  RC's:  Lake  As  - 

phalt  -  1.25;  All  States  

Regular  Emulsion:  Lake  Asphalt- 
.93;  All  States  -  .935 
Mag  70:  Lake  Asphalt  -  1.02;  All 
States  -  $1,025 


Both  bidders  are  using  an 
escalation  clause  due  to  increase 
or  decrease  of  refinery  prices. 
Awarded  to  Lake  Asphalt  based  on 
current  prices.  Highway  Surveyor 
is  to  call  both  distributors  on 
the  day  of  delivery  to  get  the  cur 
rent  price  and  purchase  from  the 
current  lowest  price. 

2. )  Processed  Gravel-  delivered 
~~  5/4"      1  1/2" 

Max  Antes  $4.40/T-    4.20/T 
B.L.  Frye   5.00/cu.yd  5.00/cu.yd. 
CD.  Daven- 
port      4.00/cu/yd.4.00/cu.yd 

Northfield  4.15/T 

Warner  Bros.  5-^5/T   5-^5/T 

Awarded  to  CD.  Davenport. 

5. )   Crushed  Stone  -  washed  & 
delivered: 


Northfield:  3/8' 
for  6.20/T,  3 A' 
at  6.20/T 
B.L.  Frye:  3/8" 
at  8.00/yd,  3 A" 
Warner  Bros:  3/8 
at  7-65/T,  3 A" 

Awarded  to  B. 

4. )   Culvert 


for  S6.30/T,  1/2' 
at  5-80/T,  1  1/2' 

at  7.50/yd,  1/2" 

at  7.50/yd, , 
"  at  7-80/T,  1/2" 
at  7.50/T 
L.  Frye. 
Pipe  -  16  gauge 
coated  : 


Eastern  Culvert: 
18"  at  7. 23/i t. 
Penn  Culvert  Co: 
18"  at  6.65/ft 


12"  at  4.84/ft, 
12"  at  4.55/ft, 


Northeastern:  12"  at  4.68/ft,  18" 
at  6.96/ft. 

Fre adman:  12"  at  5.29/ft,  18"  at 
7.81/ft.   Awarded  to  Perm  Culvert 

50  Flex  Beam  Guardrail: 
N or t he astern:  3.25/ft 
Freadman:  3.04/ft 
Penn  Culvert:  3.50/ft 
Awarded  to  Chas.  Freadman  Steel  In< 

6. )  6  ft.  Wooden  Posts: 
Northeastern  9.25/each 
Freadman  8.95  each 
Penn  Culvert:  11.35  each 
Awarded  to  Chas  Freadman  Steel  Inc 

7.)  Hot  &  Cold  Patch: 
Lake  Asphalt:  24.507T  no  escalator 
clause 

Warner  Bros:  24.50/T  with  escala- 
tor clause 

Awarded  to  Lake  Asphalt 

Directed  Clerk  to  write  a  let- 
ter to  Rep.  Benson  and  Sen.  Wet- 
more  requesting  that  they  vote 
against  State  takeover  of  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  and  County  House 
of  Correction  and  to  support  a 
bill  to  give  local  advisory  boards 
complete  and  final  control  of 
county  budgets. 

June  2,  1981:    Daria  Neilson 
asked  the  Board  if  she  could  use 
the  Town  Hall  on  Sats.  9  -  12,  to 
run  dance  lessons  for  5  to  6  child 
ren  ages  3  -  4  to  8th  grade.  The 
Board  suggested  that  she  go 
through  the  School  Comm.  and  re- 
port back  next  week. 

George  Lavin  of  Mass.  Elec. 
discussed  the  street  light  situ- 
ation with  the  Board.  Voted  to 
remove  all  but  3  lights,  to  be 
left  are  one  in  front  of  the 
^own  Garage,  Town  Hall  and  School. 
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Charles  Winn  of  Kimball-Cooke 
Ins.  Co.  attended  to  discuss  our 
insurance  for  FY  1982.  The  build- 
ing values  were  increased  10$  eact 
for  insurances  purposes. 

Signed  letters  to  Sen.  Wetmore 
and  Rep.  Benson  requesting  that 
they  oppose  the  state  take-over  oi 
the  Registry  of  Deeds  and  County 
Jails. 

Beginning  July  1  the  Board 
will  meet  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tues, 
only.  They  will  sign  the  warrant 
only  on  other  Tuesdays. 

Voted  the  following  rates  for 
the  field  Drivers  :  $15-  for 
pick  up  of  an  animal,  $3/day  for 
board.   A  copy  to  Rodney  Beuchine 
and  to  Jay  Blackbird  plus  publish 
a  copy  in  the  newspaper. 

Ted  reported  on  his  meeting 
with  C.  Holmes,  Director  of 
the  Western  Mass.  State  Parks  & 
Forests.  They  are  going  to  try 
to  get  an  acre  for  acre  land 
swap  between  Town  owned  land  off 
of  Farley  Rd.  for  some  State 
owned  land  on  New  Salem  Rd.  If 
acre  for  acre  is  Hot  possible 
they  will  go  value  for  value. 

June  13,  1981:   The  following 
appointments  were  made: 
Board  of  rtegistras  -  3  years.. 
Inez  Lewis;  Conservation  Commi- 
ssion- 3  yrs.  Charles  Smith; 
Board  of  Appeals  1  yr.  Deane 
Bennett,  2  yrs.  James  Woodward, 
3  yrs.  Claire  Stewart;  Recrea- 
tion Comm.  Beverly  Cowdrick, 
Pliny  Stebbins  &  Christine  Heard 
Historical  Comm.  Emma  Cappalluz-^ 
zo,  Jean  Forward,  and  Jean  Weber 
Town  Counsel  John  Gates;  Dog 
Officer  Daniel  Bacigalupo;  In- 
spector of  Animals  &  Stables 
Forrest  Carey;  Inspector  of 
Buildings  Harold  Burnett;  Asst. 
Inspector  of  Buildings  Thomas 
Ploof ;  Wiring  Inspector  Paul 
Petruski;  Road  Boss  Joseph  Will- 
iams; Civil  Defense  Director 
Albert  Dismand;  Asst.  Civil 
Defense  Director  Emma  Cappe- 
luzzo;  Mt.  Grace  Transportation 

Area  Trustee  Ken  Simos;  Fence 
Viewer  &  Field  Driver  Theles 
Blackbird;  Dutch  Elm  Control  & 
Gypsy  Moth  Supervisor  Ted  Lewis; 
Police  Chief  Edward  Chase;  Police 
Officers  Harold  Burnett,  Robert 
Hogerheide,  Theles  Blackbird, 
William  Facey,  Jessie  Wetherby, 
and  William  Golding;  Hazardous 
Waste  Coordinator  Nina  Keller. 

Voted  -  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
direct  Ken  Simos  to  continue  as  a 
trustee  of  the  Mt.  Grace  Corp.  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  Town  of 
Wendell. 

Harry  Willi st on  proposer  of  the 
Fire  Dept.  Tanker  article  for  the 
annual  town  meeting  asked  the 
Board  to  create  a  study  committee 
to  write  specs  and  look  for  a  new 
truck. 

Bridge  report  from  Tighe  and 
Bond  will  be  in  within  10  days. 

Received  a  letter  of  resigna- 
tion from  Shared  Administrative 
Asst. ,  Thomas  Guerino. 

Publish  Backhoe  Notice  -  open 
bids  June  30,  1981  at  7:15PM. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Harry  S.  Williston  III 


Coonlinatifu  waste 


About  four  months  ago,  I  learn- 
ed from  the  county  planning  office 
that  a  new  job  had  been  created  by 
the  Mass.  Dept.  of  Environmental 
Quality  Engineering  (DEQE).  They 
invited  each  town  to  participate 
in  the  Hazardous  Waste  Management 
program  by  appointing  a  community 
coordinator. 

Towns  as  ours ,  which  have  no  in- 
dustry, still  have  need  for  a  co- 
ordinator. The  job  is  volunteer, 
no  salary  and  because  it  is  not 
state  mandated  could  be  handled 
according  to  town  priorities. 

Because  I  had  been  interested 
in  researching  certain  chemicals 
since  1978,  their  effects  on  the 
environment,  health,  animals,  food 
chain,  etc. ,  I  felt  I  would  be  in- 
terested in  this  position.  I  had 
no  idea  of  what  the  state  expected 
from  this  job,  but  I  volunteered 
and  was  appointed  Hazardous  Waste 
Coordinator  (HWC)  of  Wendell  by 
the  selectboard. 

Along  with  the  job  came  reams 
of  papers,  booklets,  proposals, 
and  meetings.  The  program  has  been 
designed  to  train  coordinators  to 
survey  their  towns,  site  all  gen- 
erators and  transporters  of  chem- 
icals and  make  sure  an  emergency 
response  exists  amongst  related 
officials,  in  case  of  chemical 
accidents  -  spills,  derailment, 
traffic  crash. . . 

Everyone  should  be  aware  of  im- 
minent danger  in  case  of  accidents 
and  warn  children,  now,  to  stay  a- 
way.  There  are  trained  personnel 
who  will  be  contacted  for  clean  up, 
The  fire  dept. ,  police  and  myself 
should  have  the  contingency  plans. 

The  state  does  not  have  any 
means  of  dealing  with  household 
and  agricultural  chemical  misuse. 
There  is  no  need  for  having  govt, 
people  enter  our  homes  to  check 
our  practices  as  there  is  in  in- 
dustry. Still  it  is  a  fact  that 
folks  need  education  about  chemi- 
cals which  are  purchased  over-the- 
counter.  Some  label  precautions 
are  ignored,  there  is  common 
double-strength  doses,  no  protec- 
tive clothing  and  no  control  of 
drift  or  run  off  onto  lawns,  play 
areas  and  adjacent  property.  But 
there  are  other  problems.  I  asked 
the  familiar  question,  "Where 
should  unwanted  chemicals  be 
taken?"  The  answer  'was  honest  yet 
typical.  "There  is  no  place  yet." 
"Just  tell  people  to  hold  onto 
them  in  tightly  sealed,  labeled 
containers.  Do  not  take  them  to 
the  local  dump."  There  is  no  mon- 
ey to  deal  with  the  problem  on 
this  scale  when  industrialist  are 
yet  able  to  indulge  in  scandal  of 
midnight  dumping. 

As  coordinator,  I've  been  ad- 
vised to  alert  people  to  two 
things.  To  become  familiar  with 
all  back  roads,  paths,  and  streams 
near  their  homes,  wells  and  recre- 
ation areas  so  that  any  dumping 
would  be  obvious.  Illegal  dumpers 


-cj. 


migrate  to  rural  areas.  If  any 
cannister  or  pool  of  liquid  looks 
suspicious,  don't  contaminate  self 
-  contact  authorities. 

The  laws  are  changing,  but  very 
slowly.  With  Prop  2}£  and  Reagan 
Administrative  budget  chops,  there 
is  minimal  if  any  allotment  to  im_ 
pliment  environmental  legislation 
and  action.  There  is  one  alterna- 
tive -  Community  Consciousness. 
There  are  many  county  towns  which 
still  have  no  coordinator.  You 
might  try  influencing  friends  to 
volunteer.  Towns  with  industry 
have  it  in  everyone's  interest  to 
be  organized. 

On  the  home  front  -  I  suggest 
a  separate  containment  area  for 
chemicals.  Read  labels!  Even  items 
as  seemingly  insignificant  as 
bailing  twine  is  treated  with  in- 
secticides, fungicides  and  rodent- 
icides.  Guard  your  valuable  water 
sources,  learn  what  is  up  hill, 
up  stream  from  you.  No  one  is  go- 
ing to  do  it  for  you.  I  can  be 
contacted  for  questions  at  4-2857. 
I  hope  someone  will  like  to  work 
with  me.  Thank  you... 

Nina  Keller 
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Joseph  A.  Diemand 
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TOWING  WITH  ALL  WHEELS  OFF  ROAD 


24'HOUR 
TWO  WAY  RADIO  EQUIPPED 

CUSTOM  TOWING 
544-8502 

IF  NO  ANSWER  544-6670 
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FOR  SALE: 

Energy  Harvester  Woodstove. 
Excellent  condition,  2  yrs  old. 
Can  have  with  pipes  -  decorative 
Kemstone  Mats  -  §500.00  or  best 
offer.  544-2757. 

BLOOD  PRESSURE  CLINIC 

5=30  -  7  pm,  2nd  Monday  of  every 

month. 

PUBLIC  MEETING 

Board  of  Selectmen  and  Assesors 
are  holding  a  public  meeting  on 
Tues.  Aug.  18th,  7:30  pm  at  the 
Town  Hall.  The  meeting  is  to  dis- 
cuss revaluation  &  general  finan- 
ces of  the  Town  in  light  of  2%   & 
taxes. 

SWIMMING  LESSONS 

Free  swimming  lessons  will  be 
available  to  all  New  Salem  Child- 
ren entering  Kindergarten  through 
the  eighth  grade.  Lessons  will  be 
held  at  Laurel  Lake  and  will  run 
daily  from  July  20th  through  Aug- 
ust 7th  from  9:30-10:30  am. 
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Yoga  class  is  in  progress  at 
Headstart  Building  in  Wendell  Cen- 
ter. Class  is  being  taught  by 
Susan  Dupre  on  Thursday  evenings 
from  7-8:30  pm.  Everyone  is  wel- 
come -  instruction  from  basic  to 
more  advanced  technique  in  exer- 
cise. Improve  circulation,  muscle 
and  nerve  tone;  learn  to  relax! 

($3.50  per  class  or  $15  for  5) 
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Clerk  to  the  Selectboard,  Harry 
Williston,  reports  that  as  yet, no 
one  has  brought  any,  dead  or  alive, 
to  Gypsy  Moth  Supervisor,  Ted  Lewis 


HmtmtU qffltb 


On  May  8th,  Virginia  Bradshaw 
and  her  kitchen  staff  at  the  Swift 
River  School  prepared  a  Bicentenn- 
ial Lunch.   The  menu  included  roasi 
turkey  and  stuffing,  carrots, 
mashed  potatoes,  cranberry  sauce 
and  pumpkin  pie. 

Here  was  one  person's  reaction 
to  the  meal: 

"Dear  lunch  ladies, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  pre- 
paring this  nice  lunch.   I  have 
been  thinking  about  it  all  day. 
I  really  like  the  way  you  dressed. 
Thank  you  very  much, 
Love , 
Nancy  Richardson" 


4/24/81 

4/24/81 

4/28/81 
4/28/81 


4/28/81 
5/1/81 

5/8/81 

5/8/81 

5/12/81 

6/12/81 

6/15/81 

6/15/81 

6/19/81 

6/24/81 

6/30/81 


John  Majewski  (deceased) 
to  George  N.  Haffty 
East  section  of  Wendell 
Bldgs.  and  15  acres 
Majewski,  John  (deceased) 
to  George  N.  Haffty 
East  section  of  Wendell 
51  acres 

James  F.  Ryan  to 
Anthony  R.  JJ' Allessandro 
Jennison  Road,  17-17  acres 
Pliny  and  Margaret  A. 
Stebbins,  Michael  B.  and 
Karen  E.  Idoine  to 
Pliny  A.  and  Margaret  A. 
Stebbins,  Michael  B.  and 
Karen  E.  Idoine ,  and 
Richard  and  Joyce  Shortt. 
Wendell  Depot  Hill,  133 
acres. 

Same  to  Swallow  Rise,  Inc. 
Wendell  Depot  Hill, 
133  acres. 

Thomas  L.  and  Patricia  E. 
Sogard  to  Bruce  R.  Sogard, 
Wendell  Depot  Hill,  2.23 
acres. 

Estate  of  Mary  Chappius , 
Tax  title  to  Town  Of 
Wendell,  Wendell  Depot 
Hill,  30,800  sq.  ft. 
Alexander  A.  and  Karen 
Smith,  to  Edward  R.  Farrick 
Lockesvillage  Road, 
24.985  acres. 
Eileen  C.  Bliss  to 
Joseph  Drozdowski, 
Mormon  Hollow,  5-625  sq. 
ft. 

Edwin  F.  Lojander  to 
Vincent  M.  May,  North 
side  of  Rush  Road,  4.015 
acres. 

David  H.  White  and  Ann 
Marie  Diemand  to  Leslie 
■^lack,  South  side  of 
Farley  Rd. ,  9-968  acres. 
Leslie  F.  Black  to 
David  H.  White  and  Ann 
Marie  Diemand,  South  side 
of  Farley  Road,  9.968  acre 
Marvin  E.  and  DianeL. 
Taylor  to  Marvin  E. 
Taylor,  Locks  Village  Rd . 
2.26  acres. 

Gwen  and  Lincoln  Soule  to 
Richard  D.  Baldwin  and 
Joy  Brenneman,  Bullard 
Pature  Road,  4.2  acres. 
Barbara  J.  Anderson  to 
Barbara  J.,  Kirsten  C, 
Audrey  J.  Anderson,  Lock 
Hill  Rd. ,  2.640  acres. 


and 
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The  One  Twenty  Club  being  offeree 
by  the  Ladies  Aid  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Wendell  Church  has  several 
more  drawings  to  go. 

To  date  the  winners  are: 


Bonnie  Powling 
Linda  Anderson 
Fred  Sweitzer 
Arretta  Fisher 
Warren  Oliver 
Linda  Kosuda 


June  Lewis 
Pauline  Hayes 
David  Wilder 

Peggy  S 

Sue  Richardson 
Betty  Wetherby 
Anita  Tenney 
Zona  Wheeler 
Ingrid  Pfohl 
Minnie  Bacigaiupo 

The  proceeds  will  go  towards 
shingling  }'z   of  the  church  roof.  _ 
Contractors  have  estimated  the  job 
at  §1,600.   Additional  money  will 
have  to  be  raised  by  some  other 
means  not  yet  determined  to  com- 
plete the  job. 
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Jeffrey  Bauman  and  Judy  Stawarz, 
both  of  Wendell,  married  on  May 
9,  1981. 

KIRSTEN  AUDREY  FISHER 
Feb.  16,  1981 
Daughter 
of  Erving  Fisher  and  Carol  Zak 
Fisher.   Born  in  Franklin  Co.  Hosp, 

BIRAN  KARL  PUCHALSKI 
March  19,  1981 
son  of 
Ronald  and  Deborah  Burns  Puchalski 
Born  in  Northampton. 

SARAH  ELLEN  GOLDING 
April  9,  1981 
daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  Nuttelman 
Golding.   Born  Franklin  Co.  Hosp. 


May  19   Smoke  investigation  behind 

Diemand  Egg  Farm 
June  1   Reported  truck  fire, 

Jennison  Rd. 
June  1   Smoke  investigation,  West 

Road 
June  18  Smoke  investigation, 

Wendell  Depot  Rd. 
June  24  Railroad  fire. 
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5/9/81 

5/20/81 
5/26/81 

5/29/81 
6/14/81 

7/1/81 
7/2/81 

7/9/81 


Lincoln  Soule  reported 
hit  and  run  accident  to 
his  car  parked  on  Locke 
Hill. 

Roxanne  Seguin  reported 
trailer  broken  into  and 
stereo  taken. 
Sup.  of  State  Forest 
reported  cooking  grate 
taken  from  ball  field. 
Recovered. 

Patty  Jewler  reported 
vandellism  to  her  car. 
Car  belonging  to  Erving 
and  Carol  Fisher  reported 
stolen  from  Country  Store 
Road  Boss  reported  sev- 
eral new  road  signs 
missing. 

Paul  Schwartzberg  of 
Locke  Hill  #1   reported 
break  at  house.   Two 
cameras  and  a  guitar-  taken 
Truck-pedestrian  accident 
on  Wendell  Depot  Road  in 
front  of  Jay  Piciell's 
house.   Demetrius  Falbo 
taken  to  Athol  Memorial 
Hospital. 
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Old  Home  Day  is  slated  for  July 
18.  Many  activities  will  be  ongo- 
ing throughout  the  day.  Some  of 
them  include  pony  rides,  wagon 
rides,  roller  skating,  and  child- 
ren's games.  Exhibits  will  include 
art,  crafts,  hobbies,  and  New  Sa- 
lem history.  Many  items  will  be 
offered  for  sale  by  the  Ladies  Aid 
and  there  will  be  a  Chinese  auc- 
tion as  well  as  the  infamous  "At- 
tic Treasures  Tables".  The  day's 
special  events  and  times  are  list- 
ed below: 
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10 

11 

12 

1 

2 

2 

4- 

4 

5 
6 

7 


00  Registration  for  Footrace 

30  Exhibits  open 

30  Ben  Stacy  Family  Footrace 

30  Soapbox  Derby 
:00  Lumbermen's  Contest 
:30  Children's  Contests 
:00  Band  Concert 
:00  Volleyball  Championship 
;00  Awards 

:30  Academy  Alumni  Meeting 
:30  Supper  -  First  Seating 
; JO  Supper  -  Second  Seating 
Sponsored  by  Fire  Dept. 
:30  Variety  Show 
:30  Contra  Dance  -  Sponsored 
by  Rural  Arts  Committee 
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The  Whitaker  Clary  house's  doors 
are  open  once  again  for  the  season. 
All  people  are  welcome  to  attend 
open  house  every  Wednesday  from 
2—4-  pm  in  July  and  August.  The 
house  is  located  on  Elm  Street  in 
North  New  Salem.  If  you're  inter- 
ested in  the  history  of  the  Quabbin 
Valley  Towns,  expect  to  spend  some 
time  studying  the  unique  collection 
the  S.R.V.H.S.  has  to  offer.  Bring 
questions  and/or  any  information 
you  wish  to  share.  The  Society's 
hosts  and  hostesses  are  always 
available  to  help  and  to  chat. 
These  people  do  a  fine  job  and  the 
museum  is  not  a  place  to  be  missed. 


KLONDIKE  SOUND  CO. 

Professional  Sound  Systems 

SALES         -         RENTALS 

STAGE  MANAGEMENT 

John  "Klondike"  Koehlex 

617-544-2744 

BEAR  MOUNTAIN,  WENDELl,   MA.   01379 
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So  Sweet  to  Labor,  by  Buckland 
author/ architect ,  Norton  Juster, 
has  recently  been  acquired  by  the 
library.  The  book  contains  arti- 
cles, poems  and  essays  written  by 
rural  women  that  contain  their 
feelings,  opinions  and  concerns. 
Some  of  us  can  relate  and  share 
similar  situations  in  the  hard- 
ships and  joys  of  rural  life  as 
mothers,  wives  or  homesteaders. 
Juster  says  of  his  book,  "What  be- 
came especilly  compelling  for  me 
was  the  knowledge  that  not  only 
was  this  a  picture  of  the  life  of 
rural  women  in  the  late  19th  cen- 
tury, it  was  clearly,  the  most 
vivid  illustration  of  a  problem 
that  today  has  ceased  to  concern 
only  women,  but  defines  a  common 
human  predicament." 

Please  put  So  Sweet  to  Labor 
on  your  summer  reading  list.  To 
reserve  call,  4— 64-37,  during  li- 
brary hours,  Wed.  10-8  or  Sat. 
9-2. 

The  library  will  be  having  a 
summer  book  sale  at  Old  Home  Day 
in  front  of  the  library.  You  can 
receive  our  new  library  bookmark 
free-of -charge  with  each  purchase. 
There  will  be  a  limited  supply  of 
Greenwich  library  books  donated  tc 
the  New  Salem  Library  in  the  1930s 
Some  have  the  original  Greenwich 
Library  bookplate.  So  if  you  are 
a  collector  of  Quabbin  town  mem- 
orabilia, you  won't  want  to  miss 
our  Greenwich  library  book  spec- 
ials. 


Dr.  Ludwxck  R.  Benedetti 

optometrist 
General  family  practice  of 
eye  care  -  Eye  Examinations 
Eye  glasses 

All  contact  lens  types, 
gas  permeable  and  soft 
No  line  bifocals 
Athol,  Mass.  249-8931 
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Shelter  was  chosen  as  the  all- 
school  theme  this  year.  Each  class 
focused  on  one  aspect  of  shelter. 
Following  units  of  study  in  the 
classroom,  each  class  developed 
displays  or  games  for  a  school- 
wide  shelter  fair. 

The  ingenuity  and  variety  was 
amazing!  The  Kindergarten  studied 
different  kinds  of  buildings  and 
built  with  a  variety  of  materials. 
Photographs  of  the  children  and 
their  edifices  were  displayed.  An- 
other group  focused  on  energy  effi- 
cient ways  to  heat  shelters.  They 
made  solar  house  models  and  even 
dried  food  with  the  sun's  help. 
The  Second  grade  studied  animal 
shelters  and  even  built  some  nests, 
caves  and  burrows.  The  children 
came  to  realize  how  talented  ani- 
mals are.  Another  group  concentrat- 
ed on  Indians'  homes  and  customs. 
The  children  made  adobe,  hide,  and 
birch  bark  shelters.  Our  Swift 
River  children  have  proved  them- 
selves to  be  excellent,  imagina- 
tive builders  1 

Extra  Bulletin:  A  group  of 
teachers  are  busily  creating  a 
science  resource  center  for  the 
school.  The  center  will  contain 
kits  in  19  areas  of  science.  The 
kits  will  contain  activity  ideas, 
bibliographies  lists  of  available 
filmstrips,  tapes  or  posters,  and 
the  equipment  for  experiments. 

The  Science  program  focuses  on 
Biological,  Physical  and  Earth 
Sciences  and  on  Human  Life.  At 
meetings  in  the  past  few  years  the 
Swift  River  School  staff  agreed 
that  the  ideal  science  program  is 
one  which  balances  the  teaching  of 
content  with  the  teaching  of  scien- 
tific skills.  The  new  texts,  pur- 
chased this  year,  are  already  in 
use  in  the  classrooms  and  provide 
excellent  reading  and  activities. 
The  Science  Committee  hopes  that 
the  kits  they  develop  will  provide 
ideas  for  working  on  important 
skills  such  as  predicting,  ques- 
tioning,, identifying,  measuring, 
and  record  keeping. 

The  new  center  will  be  ready 
for  inspection  in  the  fall.  Please 
watch  for  announcement  of  house- 
hold toss-aways  that  the  school 
will  need  to  complete  the  equip- 
ment lists. 
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Selectmen  Ted  Lewis  (left)  &  Ed 
Boland  (right)  and  Town  Clerk  Annie 
Hartjens  (right  center)  present 
Emma  Cappelluzzo  (left  center)  with 
a  plaque  honoring  her  service  as 
Town  Moderator  for  the  past  13  yrs. 
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Late  in  May,  Wendell  Selectmen, 
with  the  help  of  other  town 
officials  and  townspeople,  sur- 
prised Emma  Cappelluzzo  with  a 
party  as  a  gesture  of  appreciation 
for  her  years  of  service  to  the 
town  in  the  capacity  of  town 
moderator. 

This  past  spring,  Emma  had  de- 
cided not  to  run  again  after  hold- 
ing office  for  13  years,  from  1968 
to  1981.   Thus  Town  Meeting  was 
run  this  year  by  the  newly  elected 
moderator,  Micheal  Idoine.   Sel- 
ectmen had  hoped  to  take  the 
occassion  of  Town  Meeting  to  ex- 
press regard  to  this  competant 
woman,  however,  Emma  had  not  been 
able  to  attend.   So  it  was  that  a 
ruse  was  devised  to  draw  Emma  back 
to  the  town  hall  under  the  guise 
of  her  role  on  the  Bicentennial 
Committee.   The  Selectmen  request- 
i  ed  that  Emma  and  the  Committee 
appear  before  them  to  answer  que- 
stions about  Bicentennial  plans. 
Unbeknown  to  Emma,  friends  and 
officials  who  could  be  gathered 
"on  the  spur  of  the  moment"  had 
prepared  a  coffee  and  were  waiting 
expectantly  for  her  arrival. 

The  highlight  of  the  party  was 
the  presentation  of  an  attractive 
plaque  by  the  Selectmen  on  behalf 
of  the  townspeople  as  a  lasting 
expression  of  appreciation  for  her 
"ccntinous  and  dedicated  service 
to  the  Town  of  Wendell." 

Emma  appeared  surprised  and 
pleased. 

Ted  Lewis,  Annie  Hartjens, 
Jessie  Wetherby,  Marion  Herrick, 
Micheal  Idoine,  the  Bolands,  the 
Stewarts,  Jean  Weber,  to  name  just 
a  few  in  attendance,  also  were 
pleased  to  have  been  a  part  of 
such  a  congenial  and  refreshing 
occassion. 


Bill  and  Jane  Menr,  ProprieforsT] 
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The  ABIA  Theater  Collaborative ' s 
1981  production,  "Land  of  the  Free, 
Home  of  the  Brave"  is  a  story  of 
the  relations  between  the  Pocumtuck 
Indians  and  the  English  settlers  of 
the  Deerfield  Plantation  (1664- 
1704).   Marilyn  Tobin,  Director  and 
author,  wanted  the  "...two  accounts 
to  speak  for  themselves,  side  by 
side..."  and  thereby  created  sim- 
ultaneous plays  with  casts  coming 
together-  for  two  scenes.   She  felt 
this  method  of  presentation  would 
"...capture  best  the  spirit  of 
history-in-the-making  (by  denying 
the  audience)  the  other  half  of  the 
(historical)  picture." 

The  tnesbian  talent  of  local 
folk  is  proven  by  the  large  Wendell 
representation  in  the  cast.  Towns- 
people cast  as  settlers  are:  Lorie 
Walsh,  David  Walsh,  Sam  Walsh, 
Minona  Gilcrest,  Aaron  Gilcreast, 
Sara  Cleveland,  and  Josh  Heinemann. 
Grace  Albert,  Mark  Cronin,  Linda 
Gilcreast,  and  Larry .Longley  are 
cast  as  Pocumtuck  Indians.   Grace 
and  Larry  double  as  French  foot- 
soldiers  and  Linda  as  a  Huron. 
Production  crews  include  Peter 
Walsh,  Larry  Longley  and  David 
Walsh. 

The  settler  play  is  set  in  Old 
Deerfield  with  each  scene  being 
performed  at  a  different  historic 
site.   The  audience  moves  from 
scene  to  scene  with  instruction  and 
commentary  from  the  town  crier. 
Simultaneously,  the  French  and 
Indian  play  is  being  performed  on 
the  banks  of  the  Deerfield  River, 
with  that  audience  also  moving 
from  scene  to  scene.   The  plays 
converge  twice,  once  at  the  old 
burying  ground  and,  at  the  climax, 
at  the  massacre  site  of  February 
29,  1704. 

The  play  opened  July  10th  and 
will  be  performed  weekends  of 
July  10,  11,  12,  17,  18,  19,  24, 
25,  26,  at  7:30  p.m.   For  infor- 
mation call  773-3048. 
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PONY  AND  HORSE  FUN  DAY 

Young  riders  gathered  with  their 
mounts  on  the  Wendell  Common  one 
warm  late  spring  Saturday  morning 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  Indian 
style  games  of  skill.   Winners  and 
runners-up  in  each  of  the  17  events 
recieved  points  and  ribbons.   13 
riders  participated.   Grand  Champ- 
ion of  the  day  was  April  Noll  en 
"Peanuts"  and  Reserve  Champ  was 
Serena  Stone  on  "Cinnamon". 

The  Fun  Day  was  Grace  Albert's 
brain-child,  organized  with  the 
help  of  Lynn  Ready,  Anne  Perkins, 
and  Jackie  Gentle.   It  drew  a  crowd 
of  little  kids,  parents  and 
attracted  passers-by. 

The  Selectboard  origionally  balk- 
ed at  the  idea  out  of  concern  that 
the  common  would  be  damaged.   Ted 
Lewis  went  up  that  morning  to  check 
out  the  plans.   All  agreed  to  take 
care  that  the  common  be  left  in 
good  shape,  and  it  was. 

Gracie  hopes  that  another 
GymKhana  can  happen  again.   She 
added  as  a  note  of  interest  that 
Jack  Ellis  told  her  about  a  similar 
event  that  was  held  about  20  years 
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and  what  life  was  like  when  they 
lived  here.  So  far  there's  a  Na- 
tive American,  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  two 
brothers  from  Wendell  who  died  in 
Andersonville,  and  Hetty  Green  who 
used  to  have  a  home  in  Wendell. 
All  of  the  vignettes  are  not  com- 
plete yet,  but  the  Committee  mem- 
bers will  be  working  on  finishing 
the  project  this  summer  so  that 
an  oral  reading  can  be  presented 
in  the  fall.  Broadus  Mitchell  will 
moderate  the  presentation  when  xt 
takes  place.  Broadus,  and  his  wife 
Louise,  both  well-known  American 
historians,  have  spent  over  40 
summers  in  Wendell. 
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